


very 
lanity 
ge of 
iding 
. & 

con. 
$ Into 

into 
, that 
l pas. 
so far 
make 
as an 
chris- 
ign to 
Ju, el- 
in the 
| may 
le vou 
€ Os. 


yes 
2) 


ssliow, 


Cy 





_ among the Jews. 
sumed on account of their separating 


_ligious observances. 





CHRISTIAN MESSENG 








Li ER. 














| Published every Saturday, at No. 204, Market street.—Price $2 per 





ann. payable quarterly in aavance. 





VOL. II. 


PHILADELPHIA, SATURDAY, MARCH 3, 1821. 


NO. 31 





A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another, as I have loved you—JOHN xiii. 34. 











FOR THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 


SKETCHES NO. XIII. 


THE PHARISEES OF THE NEW TESTAMENT. 


The Pharisees were the most distin- 
guished, popular and flourishing sect 
This name they as- 


themselves to superior strictness in re- 
They affected 
great mortification and abstraction from 
the world--imposed on themselves fre- 
quent fasts which they solemnized with 
all the formal austerities that supersti- 
tion could invent—made long prayers 


"at the corners of crowded streets, to at- 
' tract upon them the eyes of the pass- 


ing multitude, and cause themselves to 


be admired and venerated as mirrors 


of sanctity and devotedness to God. 
They disfigured their faces that they 
might appear to men to fast—they ma- 
cerated their bodies with penal inflic- 
tions and abstinences—charged their 
features with gloom and solemnity— 
made their philacteries ostentatiously 


| broad—sounded a trumpet before them, 


to give public notice when they should 


' distribute alms---paraded about the 


market, and places of public concourse, 
in long flowing robes, feasting on the 


incense and fulsome applause of the 


gazing vulgar. They compassed sea 
and land to make proselytes to the 
Jewish religion from among the Pa- 
gans ; and these proselytes, through the 
influence of their own scandalous ex- 


» amples and characters, they soon ren- 


dered more profligate and abandoned 
than they ever were before their con- 
version. In short, from the faithful 
representation of our Saviour, and from 
the account of the Evangelists, they 
were a race of the most demure hypo- 
crites that ever disgraced human na- 
ture---for under this specious mask of 
religion and piety, lurked the most 
abominable and attrocious vices. They 
made the essence of religion solely con- 


multiplicity of invented rites and cere- 
monies---embellishing it with external 
pomp, and show, and pageantry— dis- 
charging of little superstitious niceties 
and minute formalities—paying tithe of 
Mint, Anise, and Cummin, but utterly 
neglecting the weightier matters of the 
law, justice, fidelity and mercy---the 
former they most punctiliously perform- 
ed, the /atter they contemned, as of 
comparative insignificance---The scrip- 
tural glosses, and comments, and max- 
ims of their rabbinical ancestors, they 
held in the highest estimation, and de- 
famed the plain rules and prescriptions 
of the law of God, as but of subordin- 
ate and secondary value and excellence 
to them. “ They made the law of God 
of none effect, through their traditions.” 
~-But, by their fondness for these super- 
stitious traditionary maxims, they ab- 
solutely vacated and annulled the plain 
and express injunctions of God by Mo- 
ses and the prophets---teaching for doc- 
trines, the commandments of men, and 
exalting human inventions into divine 
directions. They had always the great- 
est sway in the government, both of 
church and of state; and if at any time 
the Sadducess were, through necessity, 
compelled to fill any post of office and 
dignity, they were obliged, as Josephus 
assures us, to be under the direction 
of Pharisaic measures and influence. 
The common people were entirely de- 
voted to them. This appears from 
many passages in Josephus, and above 
all, from the condemnation of Jesus 
Christ, recorded by the Evangelists--- 
for though infinite crowds had conduct- 
ed him in triumph to the capital and to 
the temple, yet no sooner were they 
conscious that the Pharisees and lead- 
ing men were unanimous for his exe- 
cution, but they joined in the general 
clamour; Crucify him!—Crucify him! 
This would be unaccountable, consid- 
ering the late honorus and adoration they 
universally paid him, did not we know, 
both from Josephus and from Scripture, 





that the common people were entire- 


sist in scrupulously observing a vast|ly at the disposal of the Pharisees, and 











implicitly gave their suffrage to every 
religious prescription and judicial sen- 
tence that had their sanction. So ab- 
solutely is their influence over the mul- 
titude, says Josephus, that it they speak 
but a word, even against a king or an 
high priest, they are instantly credited. 
They were adored by the people, and 
this inflated them with such superci- 
lious arrogance and pride. The Sad- 
ducees believing there was no resurrec- 
tion, neither Angel nor Spirit, but the 
Pharisees confessed both. But their 
notion of the resurrection was nothing 
more than the Pythagorean transmi- 
gration, as appears from the testimony 
of Fosephus, who was a Pharisee. They 
believed the doctrine of Predestination, 
and that a// things were under the go- 
vernment of an zrreversible fatality. 
The doctrine of everlasting torments 
was an article of their creed. In fine, 
the scrupulous performance of a thou- 
sand trifling minuteness made up their 
religion—the love and acquisition of 
power, and the reputation of superior 
sanctity, were the end and aim of all 
their actions—they had the forms of 
godliness ; but were strangers to the 
power of it—for they were under the 
dominion of the most detestable of all 
vices, spiritual pride and hypocrisy ! 
Kk * * 


FROM THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 


Many hard words have been said 
against these who profess to believe in 
the final salvation of all men, because 
it is feared that they give encourage- 
ment to men who live in sin. But this 
is so far from being a truth, that they de- 
clare that sin is punished by a law of 
necessity, and that no maa can indulge 
in sin without enduring the punishment 
which must attend it. Is this doctrine 
so licentious as that which says that 
sinners are happier in this world than 
the righteous, and that, were it not for 





\the reward of endless felicity, on one 
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hand, or the punishment of endless mi- 
sery on the other, it would be better to 


live in sin than to practice righteous- 
ness ? Y. Z. 


A SERMON bEDBIVERED IN THE 
SECOND UNIVIERSALIST MEETING HOUSE 
IN BOSTON, ON THE EVENING OF THE 
FIRST SABBATH IN JANUARY, 1818, BY 
HOSEA BALLOU, PASTOR.* 

2 Thessalonians i. 7, 8, 9. ‘And to you who 
are troubled rest with us, when the Lord 
Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with 
his mighty angels, in flaming fire, takin 
vengeance on them that know not God, an 
that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus 
Christ; who shall be punished with ever- 
lasting destruction from the presence of the 
Lord, and from the glory of his power.” 
On account of the use which has 

been made of our text by the learned 

doctors of the christian church, and the 
force of prejudice in the human mind, 
occasioned by religious education, the 
preacher feels no small degree of embar- 


rassment in attempting to communicate | 


from these words to his numerous au- 
dience. 

That doctrine which becomes im- 
pressed on the mind in youth and is 
consecrated by numerous solemn in- 
stitutions and rites; that d .ctrine im- 
bibed from the lips of parental kindness 





* This Sermom was the occasion of a con- 
troversy between the author of the Sermon 


and the Rev. T. Merrit, a Methodist preach- | P 


er in Boston. Mr. M. commenced an attack 
on the Sermon, in a pamphlet of 16 pages, en- 
titled ‘“‘Strictures on Mr Ballou’s Sermon,” 
&c, to which Mr. B. replied, in a pamphlet 
of 24 pages. After which Mr. M. published 
“A vindication of the common opinion relative 
to the last judgment and end of the world—in 
answer to Mr. Ballou’s Reply,” &c. contain- 
ing 32 pages :—To which Mr. B, replied in a 
pamphlet of 40 pages. Here ended the con- 
troversy : and here, in our opinion, it will ever 
rest; forasno one will ever appear, in this en- 
lightened age, tosupport Mr. M. inhis “ Vin- 
dication of the common opinion relative to 
the last judgment and end of the world,” so 
no one, after reading this controversy, will 
ever again attempt to refute the doctrine 
maintained in this sermon. If we should pub- 
lish Mr. Ballou’s Replies, without publish- 
ing Mr. Merrit’s Strictures and Vindication, 
the reason will appear obvious ; not because 
we are afraid of any effect they would have 
on the minds of our readers, but because it 
would be a waste of time and paper, since the 
leading features of his Strictures and Vindi- 
cation are mide sufficiently apparent, and his 
rincipal arguments are fairly stated by Mr 
-in his replies. But we design to publish 
nothing more than the Sermou, tu the exclu- 
sion of any original matter which may be of- 
fered for the Messenger. Ep. 
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and inforced by the awful solemnities| 
of public and private devotions ; that, 
doctrine whose currency is supported 
by a learned ministry, and guarded by 
all their influence is so deeply rooted 
in the soil where it is planted, that to 
call it in question, successfully expose 
its errors, (however absurd they may 
be,) ‘and disprove it to the understand- 
ing, require the clear shining of the 
lamp of divine wisdom. 

On the other hand, a few considera- 
tions induce encouragement and invite 
by favourable promises. A persuasion 
is entertained that this christian au- 
dience is mostly composed of that class 
of people who are already possessed of 
a spirit of candour, and have come to 
the happy determination to examine 
doctrine for themselves, and to be guid- 
ed therein by the spirit of God, the 
scriptures of truth, and the reasonable- 
ness of things. But that, which more 
than any thing else, gives us support in 
this undertaking, is the clear light in 
which our subject stands when duly 
considered and understood by the 
words in which it is stated, and especi- 
ally when associated with concurrent 
scriptures. 

If the case were different; if dark- 
ness lay upon the text; if the passage 
stood without a parallel, your servant 
would by no means approach it, or at- 
tempt by any wisdom of his own to ex- 
lain what the faithful testimony had 
left in the dark, 

Our labours may first be directed to 
correct the common use of this portion 
of truth 

It is generally maintained that this 
passage refers to, or is rather an account 
of the last judgment ; and the last judg- 
ment is supposed to be assigned to a 
period of time hereafter, when the ma- 
terial universe shall have been dissolv- 
ed. At that awful tribunal, we have 
heen religiously educated to believe, 
will be assembled all the descendants 
of Adam, who shall have lived and 
died, and all who shall be on the earth 
at the trying hour, commonly called the 
end of the world. Then shall the judg- 
ment proceed according to the works 
of men, and rewards in heaven and end- 
less felicity be bestowed on them who 
shall be found to have been righteous 
in this world ; but on the contrary, the 
tremendous doom of never ending woe, 





enhanced by every mean at the com- 





mand of Omnipotence will be pronoun. 
ced on the miserable wretches whose 
works shall be found to have been sin. 
ful. This is believed the subject of 
our text, and that when the dreadfy] 
sentence is pronounced, the Lord Je. 
sus with his mighty angels will sally 
forth, in flaming fire on the wicked 
and bé the minister of unspeakable an- 
guish, to far the greatest part of the hu. 
man family, world without end. 

These are the views which have been, 
and are now entertained of the text un. 
der consideration. These are the sen. 
timents which have been inculcated in 
our minds in childhood, and are now 
supported by the incalculable influence 
of prejudice and the imposing autho. 
rity of our learned doctors. 

Shall we call these sentiments in 
question ? Are vou prepared to attend 
with patience and candour, to hear ar- 
guments directed to disprove a doc. 
trine which pleads prescription in its 
support! But how shall we make the 
attack ? We will first examine the con- 
sistency of what tradition has taught ; 
we will see if one part agrees with ano. 
ther. If we find contradictions in the 
testimony, it surely cannot endure the 
light of truth as it cannot bear its own 
weight. 

The same system of human wisdom, 


which hath inculcated this heart chilling 


and soul revolting doctrine, hath also 
imposed on the mind of credulity the 
following : 

When the unregenerate, the uncon- 
verted, the unbeliever, the wicked man 
dies, he descends immediately to the 
shades of hopeless despair, when his 
state 1s fixed by an irrevocable decree 
of heaven for ever and ever. There is 
now no more opportunity of repent- 
ance, nO more invitations to embrace 
an offered salvation ; and though the 
poor wretch would now give a thou- 
sand worlds, if he had them, for one 
gracious offer, or one hour in which to 
repent, his prayer would be buffeted 
with vindictive wrath. 

On the contrary, when the regene- 
rated, the elected, the believer dics, he 
is graciously conducted by an heaven- 
ly escort to the celestial mansions of 
heavenly bliss, whén his state is fixed 
by an unalterable decree, and where he 
will continue in all the felicity of hea- 
ven eternally. 

Now if this tradition be correct, 


whi 
jud 
der 
sen! 


tho 
jud 
hav 
ned 
Loc 
lion 
gro 
me! 
thei 
this 
furt 
we 

long 
Is te 
day, 
port 
is ne 
me. 
and 
hear 
have 
shov 
not | 
tran: 
else, 
som 
jucs 
whic 
to, t 
muc 
cult 
none 
it b 
testi 


Ph 


—- 


FRO 


Mr. 

In 
lerat 
ge Ne 


all o 
Hew 
But 
and | 
if ca 
into 
unha 
fess 


foun 








en- 
1 in 
Ow 
nce 


in 
end 
ar- 
loc: 

its 
the 
‘on- 
ht ; 
NO. 
the 
the 
wo 


om, 
jing 
also 

the 


nan 
the 
his 
sree 
e 1S 
ent- 
“ace 
the 
Our 
one 
1 to 


ted 


neé- 
he 
‘ene 
of 
xed 
> ne 
ea 


ect. 


what need is there of this day of future 
judgment? Will it be necessary in or- 
der to ascertain whether the former 
sentences were according to justice? 
Will those who have been in heaven 
thousands of years, be now called to 
judgment? Must all their crimes, 
have been forgiven, now be re-exami- 
ned and their souls be put in jeopardy ? 
Look on the other hand ; here are mil- 
lions of wretched immortals, who have 

roauned away many ages in the tor- 
ments of hell, now permitted to have 


their trial! But stop—the absurdity of 


this tradition is too palpable to require 
further examination. In the next place 
we shall contend that the opinion so 
long perpetuated by tradition, of what 
is termed the last judgment, the last 
day, the end of the world, has no sup- 
port in the scriptures. ‘This doctrine 
is not found in the sacred oracles before 
me. ‘The speaker knows what he says, 
and he holds himself accountable to his 
hearers for every sentence. You all 
have your bibles, and cau, if you will, 
show the speaker his error, if he has 
not stated this matter correctly. The 
translators of our bible, or somebody 
else, have inserted in the contents of 
some chapters this opinion of the last 
judgment, but after all the respect 
which the opinions of men are entitled 
to, the testimony of divine truth has 
much higher claims, and however difhi- 
cult it may be to give up this sentiment, 
none of us would think of maintaining 
it barely on the authority of human 
testimony. 
Gontinued in our next. 
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Christian Messenger. 





Philadelphia, Saturday, March 3, 1821. 





¥ROM THE AMERICAN DAILY ADVERTISER, 
STRANGE DOCTRINE. 
Mr. Povutson, 

In this happy country, a spirit of to- 
leration as to matters of religion, very 
generally prevails; and we ought, on 
all occasions, to evince our gratitude to 
Heaven, for the inestimable favour. 
But the unrestrained liberty we enjoy, 
and which we all prize so highly, may, 
if caution be not observed, degenerate 
into licentiousness. When this should 
unhappily be the case, some who pro- 
fess to be Christians, will possibly be 
found propagating opinions, more de- 
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trimental to sound morals and genuine 
piety, than even barefaced infidelty it- 
self, 

On Sabbath evening last, I turned 
into one of the houses for public wor- 
ship, in the southern part of this city, 
where a large and attentive auditory 
were assembled. If the speaker were 
not misunderstood, he denied, unre- 
servedly,to my great suprise, the doc- 
trine of future rewards and punish- 
ments, and zealously contended, that 
death [the death of the body] was the 
only *“*wages ot sin!”-—From such 
a position, this is the natural inference : 
that vice and villainy, of every descrip- 
tion, will, after the termination of ex- 
istence here, reap the same harvest of 
eternal bliss, with the humble and de- 
voted believer.—-The horrid conse- 
quences to be apprehended from the 
dissemination of such a doctrine, are 
fitted to make one shudder. If it be 
true, no restraint need be imposed on 
any of our vicious propensities or pas- 
sions, and he must be blind, indeed, to 
his true interests, who would long en- 
dure pain or sorrow, while a “ bare bod- 
kin’? might release him forever from 
their dominion! At such a period as 
this, and in such a quarter, is it not ab- 
solutly astonishing to hear tenets of this 
character promulgated? They are cal- 
culated to undermine the foundation of 
society, to render nugatory all the obli- 
gations of an oath, and to break down 


every distinction between vice and vir- | 


tue. He who is sufficiently infatuated 
or wicked to entertainlthem, is disqual- 
ified by a wise provision of our state 
constitution from holding “ any office 
or place of trust or profit under this 
commonwealth.” But notwithstanding 
all this, those who propagate them, mo- 
destly term themselves ministers of the 


gospel of peace, and teachers of divine 
truth ! ! A LAYMAN. 


= 
FROM THE SAME. 


Mr. Poutson, 
I notice a piece in your paper this 
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speaker were not misunderstood, he de- 
nied, unreservedly, to my great surprise, 
the doctrine of future rewards and pu- 
nishments, and zealously contended, 
that death [the death of the body] was 
the only “ wages of sin!”—The writer 
then goes on to draw his conclusions 
from this phantom of his own making, 
to the prejudice, no doubt, of the speak- 
er, whom he has so clearly identified as 
not to be misunderstood. The speaker 
alluded to, is believed to be the man 
who preaches in the Universalist 
Church, in Lombard street; and, un- 
tess this is disavowed, we shall so cone 
sider it---and therefore, it is on this ac- 
count, and under this consideration, 
that we charge the writer with misre- 
presenting the doctrine advanced by 
the speaker. So far from the death of 
the body’s being the “ only” wages of 
sin, according to that speaker, he con- 
tends that man was subject to natural 
death, that is, the death of the body, 
even before sin existed ; and although 
sin may often be the occasion, it is never 
the cause of natural death. See Knee- 
land’s Lectures, page 59, note. 

{The public will undoubtedly think 
strange that nothing more was said 
upon the personal attack of the “ Lay- 
man ;” it is therefore necessary to in- 
form them, that the piece in reply was 
mutilated, a part only being published ; 
the remainder of the piece in reply 
which has been returned, but crossed 
out by Mr. Poulson, is as follows :] 

Now, although it is not believed that 
“the death of the body is the only 





‘wages of sin,’ ” yet it is believed that 
|men commit sin, as well as receive its 
| wages, only while they are fiving, and 
\not in a state of natural death. The 
wise man says, “ the dead know noth- 
ing,’ and while men know nothing, they 
can neither commit sin nor receive 
wages. But whether men will be lia- 
ble to commit sin, or whether it will 
be necessary that they should be pun- 
ished for sin, when they shall have ceas- 
ed to commit it, that is, in a state of 
immortality ; or whether there is to be 
any other future state of existence than 
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suspect that it was a few quotations 
from the inspired apostle, which excit- 
ed the “ great surprise” in a“ Layman!” 
such, perhaps, as_ the following, “ the 
wages of sin is death: but the gift of 
God is eternal life through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.” ‘ For he that is dead is 
freed (Gr. justified) from sin.” Ro- 
mans vl. 

Thus much we have thought proper 
to state ; in justice to the speaker allud- 
ed to, by way of explanation, merely to 
prevent the deleterious effects of mis- 
representation ; though we are far from 
insinuating that the misrepresentation 
was designed, as mankind are very lia- 
ble to be mistaken ; especially when they 
hear a doctrine so new to them, and so 
uncommon to be preached, as that of 
the Bible! And we would now advise 
every one who should hear the speaker 
alluded to, (which all are advised to do 
for themselves,) to endeavour to un- 
derstand what they hear before they 
undertake to represent it to the public. 
We here assert once for all, without 
any fear of being contradicted, that the 
doctrine generally, which is both preach- 
ed and believed by the people who wor- 
ship in the church alluded to bya * Lay- 
man,”’ is, ‘‘ that sin and misery are in- 
separably connected, and as long as sin 
continues, misery will, and must, as its 


legitimate consequences, ensue.” 
CANDOUR. 





We shall make no comment on the 
circumstance of the above mutilated 
piece, any farther than to say, that, as 
the piece signed, “ A Layman,” was 
very personal, and grossly incorrect in 
point of fact, we think that it was no 
more than an act of justice due to the 
injured party to have published the re- 

ly in full; especially after the writer 
had pledged himself not to reply again. 
We leave the public to draw their own 
conclusions. 

It will be perceived that nothing 
more was stated in the above commu- 
nication than what was thought neces- 
sary by the writer, to correct which he 
conceived might have been an innocent 
mistake ; and at the same time let the 
public know what was preached for gos- 
pel truth. Nota word was said about 
“the unrestrained liberty we enjoy,” 
which the “* Layman” seemed to think, 
that “if caution be not observed,” might 
*“« degenerate into licentiousness !” Now 
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what.is this ** caution” which he wishes 
to have “ observed ?” to restrain the li- 
berty of conscience? It is undoubtedly 
fair to draw such an interence from such 
premises. But we do not hesitate to 
say that it would only require a little 
more of the same-spirit to restrain con- 
science with fire and faggots ! 

‘* From such a position,”’ continues 
the * Layman,” * this is the natural in- 
ference; that vice and villany of every 
description, will, after the termination 
of existence here, reap the same harvest 
of eternal bliss, with the humble and de- 
voted believer.’’ Here is another gross 
mistake which was not noticed in the 
above communication. ‘The doctrine 
which we hold, is, that both virtue and 
vice will reap the harvest they merit, 
whatever it be, in the same fe/d where 
the seed is sown; and that we might as 
well expect to sow seeds in America 
and reap a harvest from them in Eu- 
rope, as to sow in time and reap the fruit 
ineternity. ‘ Eternal life is the gift of 
God,” which must excite the highest 
gratitude in the breast of every “ hum- 
ble and devoted believer: hence 
*\ boasting is excluded,” as no one can 
receive it by his own works. 

“« Tf it,” (i, e. the doctrine) continues 
the Layman, “be true, no restraint 
need be imposed on any of our vicious 
propensities and passions !”” No, not for 
the good of society, not for the happi- 
ness of the community, not for the peace 
and quietness of the individual, not for 
any thing which can be enjoyed in life, 
is virtue worth possessing! No! not 
for all the miseries constantly attendant 
on vice, need that be avoided ! only let 
us be sure of happiness in another world, 
and it is no matter what we dointhis!!! 
This is exactly the doctrine advanced 
by the “ Layman,” for which any man 
of common decency would blush, yea, 
ought to be ashamed ! 

The ** Layman” has referred us to 
‘‘ our state constitution :” but what has 
the constitution of this, or any other 
state to do with the rights of conscience? 
And as it respects an “ oath,” the bare 
word, without an oath, not only of the 
speaker, but also of the principal mem- 
bers of the church alluded to, would be 
taken as soon as the oaths of men gene- 


rally who believe in the doctrine of 


endless misery/®* Have we men in 





* This is not spoken to the disparagement 
of any one; we believe that no good man 








our city or common council, whose 
word cannot be trusted, even on oath 2 
Yet the church alluded to, has un- 
doubtedly done its full proportion in 
furnishing those officers of * trust.” 
We confess that none of our characters 
are any too good ; neither do we speak 
of any one by way of boasting; but 
people who live in glass houses should 
take care how they throw stones ; for 
if we are driven to it, we are not afraid. 
nor ashamed, to turn out character for 
character, man for man. 

We close this subject without fur- 
ther remark. 


The following is a true copy of the notice 
which was presented to Mr. Kneeland, to be 
iven out by him, and which was given out 
rom his desk, in Lombard street, last sabbath 
morning. Its having been presented by the 
person himself who was to deliver the dis- 
course, therein mentioned, there can be no 
doubt but that it is his own hand-writing ; and 
it being a singular production, we give it to the 
public, ad verdum. Atter reading this notice, 
no one will think strange that Mr. K. excused 
himself from meeting such an antagonist ; and 
we would now advise the dear man toattend a 
little more to his Sfiedling Book, before he 
undertakes to expound the Scriptures. 


*¢ Philadelphia February 

“ Thair Willbe A disCorse deliverd 
At the New African Meeten House in 
lumbar St be twen fifth And Sixth st 
Cold the West Ley Meeting house 
Monday evenIng next At half Past 6 
o clock from Romans the 9 And 21 
And 22 Ananswer to unaver sal ism” 


TRANSLATION, 


“ There will be a discourse delivered at 
the New African Meeting House, in Lom- 
bard street, (called the Wesley Meeting 
House,) between Fifth and Sixtk street. on 
Monday evening next, at half past 6 o’cluck, 
from Rom. ix. 21, 22. in answer to Universal 
ism ! 





considers himself any more bound to tell the 
truth because he is under oatA: all that the 
oath does, is to oblige a witness to tell things 
which otherwise he might think he had a 
— to conceal: but any man who will wil- 
fully lie when not under oath, even his oath is 
not to be trusted. Now, what is it that adds 
solemnity to an oath ? is it the fear of eternal 
torments ? and would other christians perjure 
themselves were it not for this fear? What 

ever others may think, we think better of 
them. It is on this principle, therefore, that 
we say a good man’s word will be taken as 
soon as his oath ; and we have the same opin- 
ion of all men in this respect. It cannot be 
made to appear that oaths are considered any 
more sacred, or do any more good in society, 
where the doctrine of endless misery is uni- 
versally preached, and universally believed, 
than where it is neither preached nor believ- 
ed at all. 
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